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Box No. I Basis of this opinion 



HfrmBU 



tional application in the language 



1 . With regard to Hie language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the r 
in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the flowing language^ 

' Jwhich is the language of a translation famished for the purposes of international search (under Rules 12.3 and 

23.1(b)). 

2 . With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the 
claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

|~1 a sequence listing 

tabl<s) related to the sequence listing 



b. format of material 

Pi in written format 

| | in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/:runrishing 

I"""] contained in the international application as filed 

Q filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 



3 - □ 



In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or mble relating thereto been 
medTfurnSS ^required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copres is identical to 
£t in SlS^n or does not go beyond the application as filed, as approbate, were funnshed. 
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Box No. V 



Reasoned statement under Rule 43to.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



4,7,9-11 



1-3,5-6,8 



4,7 



1-3,5-6,8-11 



1-11 



2. Citations and explanations: 

Document considered to be of particular relevance: 
Dl: US 2888546 

The object of the invention is to provide a ceramic heat 
conductor support disc for supporting a heating element for 
a heating furnace. In order to minimise the tendency to 
break due to thermal stresses, elongated openings are 
arranged in the disc. 

Dl (figure 5, column 2, lines 49-55; column 3, lines 16-21; 
claim 1) discloses a support disc (ceramic block 42) , a 
centre aperture (46), and one or more apertures (44) 
located between the centre aperture (46) and the periphery 
of the disc (42). The disc is provided with elongated 
openings (45) running from the periphery of the disc (42) 
to said apertures (44) penetrating the whole thickness of 
said disc (42) . Consequently, claim 1 lacks novelty. 



Claims 2-3, 5-6 and 8 also lack novelty in regard to Dl 
(citations as above) . 

The devices of claims 9-11 are considered to be obvious to 
person skilled in the art in regard to Dl. 

The discs defined by claims 4 and 7 are novel in regard to 
Dl The differences represent different solutions to 
problems caused by thermal stresses in the disc. The 
problem of thermal stress is not discussed or solved in Dl 
It is not considered to be obvious to a person skilled m 
the art who has knowledge of Dl to modify the construction 
of the disc in the manner defined by any of claims 4 and 7 . 
Therefore, claims 4 and 7 are considered to involve 
inventive step. 



an 
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